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Hello Everyone,

Hope all are well, and getting ready for some summer fun. Nice to feel the warmth of the
sun again, and the smell of fresh cut grass in the air.
This year has started with some awesome helpers who I am internally grateful for. Allen
Dittenhauser who walked in the front door one Sunday and wanted to know if we needed a
maintenance man, yes please! Allen has repaired so many things, and has a to do list a mile
long. James Frost who at the moment is helping Allen, and is also helping up in the attic.
Our wonderful neighbors Garth & Dorothea Kraemer, Garth had taken on the job of sanding
and painting the vintage fire hydrant in front of the museum. It looks awesome. Always
treasure your neighbors. I would also like to thank Josh Strell & Adam Medbury who came
and did a great job at landscaping the front and backyards gardens for us, they look beautiful and to Carol Welker who added plants from her garden and who will help with the upkeep of the gardens along with a few of us. I feel very honored to be a part of bring our

Mary Jo Monnin,
Town of Lancaster Historian
maryjo@lancasterhistorian.com

building back to life, and with the help of so many in the community I hope that this will

Board Meetings are held the on
the 3rd Tuesday of each month, except
for the months of June, July and August
Meetings begin at 7;00 pm at the
Lancaster History Museum

And lastly I have to thank Alice and Mario Roy who have put in hours of work of their own

continue. The Potter-Eaton house has been a part of Lancaster history for many years and
has had many roles through time in the village.
time to help us to reorganize the attic. Alice had introduced us to a program called Re-Org,
which is to help museums regain control of their collections in storage, and to improve the
existing storage problem with solutions on management, maintenance and protection of
collections which is very important with many of our items that are very fragile, they need to

Schoolhouse (Bowen Rd & William St)
By appointment Call Museum at
716-288-7755 or 716-504-7036
Schoolhouse is closed in winter

be conserved properly. Mario has been such a great help in helping Alice in moving items,
looking up inventory and clearing spaces that will be utilized as we progress in the near
future.

They all have made a great impact in the museum and I hope this will continue.
If your interested in helping the society, become a member, volunteer, serve on the board,
we need your talents and interest in the history of Lancaster and we would greatly appreciate your help. Please call the museum and leave a message so we can get back to you.
We are also having a Summer membership special, 1/2 price for Seniors ($5), Students ($5),
Family ($7.50) and Individuals ($6). From June through November. So, please think about
joining us.

We are open on the 2nd and
4th Sunday of each Month
2 to 4 pm

Sincerely,

Our new display: Two original
signs from the Train Depots in
Lancaster and Depew. Hanging
over our back door.

Karen Sutton

716-288-7755
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Ed Mikula, retired Town & Village Historian, dies at 97
By Mary Jo Monnin, Lancaster Town Historian

Ed Mikula knew of Lancaster’s fascinating history not only because he studied it, but he also
lived it.
The 97-year old retired Lancaster Town/Village Historian died on May 18,2022. He’s fondly
remembered as a delightful, cheerful man, easy going and a bit mischievous. He often greeted
people with a friendly “how do?” He was known for riding his bike all over town, and was still
climbing the Historical Museum’s stairs at age 95.
Ed’s early memories of Lancaster is when it was all farms and fields. Many of Lancaster’s roads
were made of locally-produced brick, and the majority of today’s neighborhoods hadn’t been
built. Ed lived during the a heyday of sorts in the 40’s and 50’s when the Village was the
biggest shopping hub between Buffalo and Batavia. It was a time when four railroads crossed
the Village, dial telephones were introduced and kids ice skated on Como Lake. There was a
powerful sense of community and volunteerism.
Ed was the eldest son of Polish immigrants, Joseph and Frances Mikula. When he was 7 years
old his family moved from Buffalo to Lake Ave. in Lancaster where they coped during the Great
Depression. The family bought what he described as a run-down, abandoned home with a small
barn. He became fast friends with the Cushing family as they lived nearby at the corner of lake
and Como Park Blvd,
As a youngster, Ed had a paper route and worked for local farmers. At 16 he began working at
Cushing’s, the Village’s main drug store located on Central Ave. It was there his interest was
cultivated in the pharmaceutical industry.
Ed was a World War II Navy veteran, leaving Lancaster High School in 1943 saying he didn’t
want to “miss the War.” He served as a pharmacist mate or hospital corpsman. He was
discharged in 1946, and was later called back to active duty during the Korean War.
His service was recognized in 2017 when he participated in the Honor Flight for Veterans
in Washington, D.C,
Ed married Mildred Kohlmeier in 1950. The Couple purchased their home on Church St. in
1952 and raised four children, Gabrielle, Michael, Andy and Amy. They were married 63 years
before Mildred’s death in 2013.
Ed served for eight years as a Village Trustee in the First Ward from 1967-1975.
He was also a Village Crossing Guard.

He was first appointed to the volunteer position of Historian in 1964 by the Supervisor Stanley
Keysa. His tenure was highlighted by the publication of his book: A Lancaster Story. The 105page paperback was released in 2015 when he was 90 years old. The book is a chronology of
Lancaster dating back to the Holland Land Co. purchase.
Ed also took great pains to restore the Village’s Minute Books, which date back to its founding
in 1849. He also did a deep dive into the nearly 250 men from Lancaster who served in the Civil
War. He helped organize the Town cemetery records and collected local postcards his entire life.
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Ed was a salesman and pharmaceutical representative for Ayerst Laboratories, Pfizer and later
American Home products serving many doctors and drug stores, His 38-year career ended with
his retirement in 1986.
His many volunteer opportunities over the years included: the Village’s Historic Preservation
Commission, the Lancaster Historic District Committee, the Lancaster Historical Society,
Knights of Columbus. Lancaster Elks Lodge 1478, ushering at St. Mary’s Church , Meals on
Wheels as a driver and the Friends of Broadway. Ed was one of the founders and past
Presidents if the Civil War Roundtable formed in Buffalo in 1958.
Ed will be remembered for the many hats he wore, and for his passion to keep Lancaster’s
history alive.

Ed pours over Town records

Ed discusses cemetery records with
Kathie White

Ed with Donna Kihl working
on a draft of his book
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The last day of Schoolhouse #10 . The schoolhouse was located on
Broadway & Schwartz Rd.
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We are also morning the passing of
Jeannette Pecqueur. She was a founding member of the society and helped
with the restoration of the Little Red
Schoolhouse
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Our many thanks to all who have helped at the museum.
Mario and
Alice for
helping in
reorganizing
the attic and
hopefully
other parts of
the museum.
I am grateful
for all your
help.

Alyssa, Aidan, and George,
Awesome docents and just
great kids. I know that they
are on to a great future.

Allen and Jim working on a
bench for the backyard garden.

Josh and Adam working on the
landscaping in the front of the
museum. It looks great.

Allen moved a urn to the
front of the museum. One
job off of his list.

Our awesome neighbors who
scarped, sanded and painted
our fire hydrant in front of the
museum. Garth & Dorothea,
thank you so much.
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Our Garden Angel Carol
Welker. Thank you for your
wonderful donation of your
garden plants.

40 Clark Street
Lancaster, NY 14086
Phone: (716) 288-7755
www.lancasternyhistoricalsociety.org
Please “Like” us on Facebook
Lancaster, New York Historical Society

THANK YOU ALL FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT OF THE SOCIETY!
The Lancaster NY Historical Society
deeply appreciates the support from
the County of Erie, Town of
Lancaster, NY Assembly and as
always our members and the
community.
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