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Board Meetings are held the 3rd   

Tuesday of each month. Meetings 

begin at 7;00 pm at the Lancaster   

History Museum  

 

Schoolhouse (Bowen Rd & William St)    

By appointment                            

Schoolhouse is closed in winter 

We will be open on the 2nd and  
4th Sunday of each Month   

2 to 4 pm 

716-288-7755 

716-504-7036 

                                     

 

Our Mission: Is to preserve and protect the town’s rich history for us all now and for the future 

From the Presidents Desk 

Hello Everyone, hope all is well.   

As we get ready to ring in a New Year, we need to reflect on the changes we 

have gone through these last two years and the changes we may have in 2022.  

We have learned to be more resilient in which has made us learn to adapt to 

changes.                                                                                                                         

First of all, I would like to thank all the visitors who came to support the       

museum and the society through the pandemic and hope that we can find 

some normality in the future.                                                                                                                       

Our two Open Houses were a hit this year, and I plan on a few more next year. I 

would like to thank Michael Russ who was able to join us, he has a wealth of 

knowledge of Lancaster and has some awesome Wiki Tree sites to check out. 

Our intern Cassandra Dwyer has helped in starting some internal projects that 

we are planning to continue. We are looking in to a project about Century 

Houses in the Town and Village and would like to include the community in 

helping us. We also have two wonderful National Honor Society students from 

Lancaster High School, Alyssa Kornacki and Aidan Carney, they have been 

such a great asset to the museum and I hope they can be a part of a new     

generation for the society in the future.                                                                                                                      

I would like to thank our awesome members who have stepped up to the plate 

to help turn the page in the museum as we become more progressive which 

will help us to be more accessible to the public. Thank you Vicky Okerlund for  

making a fantastic brochure about the museum and society that we were   

passing out our last Open House and who is also an awesome docent.  She has 

been a blessing to the society. Marlene Bonarowski and Ron Huefner for being 

at the museum when needed, you both have been great, and I appreciate your 

help. Also Carol Welker, Marie Schu and Laura Rast who have helped in the up 

keeping of the museum and have helped in keeping it organized. Jim Allein for 

handling all the important functions of the museum in dealing with the Village 

of Lancaster, Town of Lancaster and the Historic Preservation committee. And 

to Ruth Phillips for keeping our books straight. I appreciate everyone's help.                                               

I would like to thank you all for your continued memberships. Your support   

enables us to continue our mission to maintain our collection and preserve the 

history of the Town and Village of Lancaster. 

I wish everyone a safe, healthy and happy holiday. 

Karen Sutton                                                                                                         

President  

Merry    

Christmas                         

&                                               

Happy New 

Year 
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Historical Events  

We had a table at the 

Fall Festival at     

Como Park this past 

October. We had a 

great time and en-

joyed meeting so 

many people inter-

ested in the town/

village and checking 

out themuseum 

We had the pleasure of a visit by the Boy Scout Troop #601 from Bowmansville. They were treated 

to a tour of the museum with Town Historian Mary Jo Monnin.  They were even treated to see 

some of the spooky areas.  

We would like to 

thank Legislator 

Frank Todaro for 

visiting the       

museum. He      

was able to see 

some of our many 

wonderful         

collections and  

exhibits.             

We would like to 

thank him for all 

of his support and 

we hope that he 

can stop by again 

for a visit. 

Check out our new (old)  

Red Door. We needed to add 

a little color to the building. 
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Open House  11/27/21  
Thanks to everyone who came to support the museum 
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We all know there is no shortage of homes being bought and sold in Lancaster. Realtors in 

Lancaster have no trouble keeping busy. But a recent sale of a home of a home on Aurora St  

is of particular interest. 

The home at 652 Aurora has a fascinating history, including the fact it was once a school 

house dating back in 1867. By comparison, the cornerstone at the Little Red Schoolhouse at 

William and Bowen reads 1868. The current seller of the property, Heather Piacente, lived in 

the historic home with her young family since 2003. A couple from New  Jersey, with ties to 

Lancaster, bought the property from Heather in  October. 

Heather said the home has three of its original windows and some of the original hardwood 

floors. Two of the original windows are on either side of the front porch, which can easily be 

seen from the street.  The front door opens into a wide set of wooden stairs where school     

students undoubtedly ran up each day to enter the classroom. An addition onto the back of the 

home was built years ago to accommodate indoor plumbing. Heather surmises that an          

impression she found in the backyard while putting in garden is likely where the outhouse 

was. 

Older residents may remember the home as the Beer Ball House of the house where flag poles 

were sold. 

According to the property’s search and survey,  It was first deeded in 1810 to David A. Ogden. 

The land was subject in the rights of the native Indians as it was part of the Buffalo Creek In-

dian Reservation. The property changed hands several times until 1853 when  William and 

Mary Sweet donated 132’ x 82’ of the property to the Trustees of the  Lancaster School        

District. The school had a capacity of 30 and taught students mostly in grades 1-3 

The August 5,1954 The Lancaster Enterprise reported that the wooden structure was the only 

small school being used in the new Central School District. In 1962 Common School District 

No. 7 sold the building and land to Stanley and Jean Paluszak. Stanley  built the detached 

garage. The home stayed in the Paluszak family until 2000. 

Rico and Laura Ruffino bought the overgrown property in 2002 for $75,000 and made several 

major improvements, including adding the second floor and cutting down nearly 40 trees.     

Rico reportedly found a cannon ball in the back yard. 

The attractive home on Aurora St. is an interesting piece of history in a town with a lot of   

stories to tell.  

Former 1867 schoolhouse on Aurora St  

is sold 

By Mary Jo Monnin 

Town Historian 

Historian’s  

Corner 
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Thank you to Maureen Gleason the new       

Historian for Cheektowaga who found this   

Dance ticket in a donated book to the          

Cheektowaga Historical Society.  
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Meet Alyssa Kornacki 

and Aidan Carney. 

They both are in the 

National Honor Society 

at Lancaster High 

School, and who are 

doing their volunteer 

requirements at the 

museum. They both are  

helping to make plans 

for upcoming events for 

2022. 

Check out Vintage Grace Antique 

Mall at 90 Central Ave. The          

Historical Society has items for sale 

in the Charity Case this December. 

Stop and check out the display case 

and say “Hi” to Grace and help     

support her also. 

Thank you Grace 
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Some Cookie Recipes for the Holidays 

 

This one may be interesting 
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40 Clark Street                               

Lancaster, New York  14086                

Phone (716) 2887755 

 www.lancasternyhistoricalsociety.org 
 

Please “Like” us on Facebook 
Lancaster, New York Historical Society 

 

The Lancaster NY Historical Society 

deeply appreciates the support from the 

County of Erie, Town of  Lancaster,   

the NY Assembly and as always  our 

members and the community. 

THANK YOU ALL FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT OF THE SOCIETY! 

Voegele’s Bottling Works 1892-1969. They manufactured soft drinks and alcoholic beverages at 36 West Main St 


